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DRAMA
Examinations January 2010

Topics for Revision

YEAR 12:

Ensure notes on live productions seen are complete. Two sides of A4 are allowed into the examination and should contain notes  on the productions seen (ie TEECHERS/DAISY PULLS IT OFF) relating to acting, directing, design (costume/setting/props). Consider also the use of music and lighting and how those elements enhanced the over-all quality of the production. Consider also the themes of the plays and how they were brought out in performance. Acting should relate to the actors’ abilities to create distinct roles and the methods by which they arrived at their interpretation. Directing comments should relate to the use of the space, changes of mood and atmosphere, relationships between characters, pace, and the intended effect for an audience.

Work on A DOLL’S HOUSE:   re-read the text; have a working knowledge of the play; formulate own views on the characters involved, the relationships created, the social setting, genre and style; consider the themes in the play and how they could be brought out in performance and the intended effect for an audience. Questions relate to acting, directing and design, and responses should focus solely on the demands of the question. Use the text throughout the answer to support and justify comments made.

YEAR 13:

Work on A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE and THE SERVANT TO TWO MASTERS:   the question on The Servant requires an understanding of commedia dell’arte and how the form could be used to create COMEDY in the piece. Remember the characters are stock characters. Pace, momentum, staging, creative and inventive comic business, characterisation, staging, are all important in considering the playing of the farce in the play. Approaches should include the above for A Doll’s House.
Work on A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE is slightly different. An extract is provided and the question relates to how the section should be staged. All areas should be considered here: acting, directing, design, performance space, pace, movement, momentum, blocking, sound, lighting, costume, themes. Treat the extract as though you were directing the piece and all comments should relate to staging the extract. Use the text to support and justify points. Importantly consider the effects you would wish to create for an audience.

The revision booklets for all three texts should be a useful resource and notes should be added to them as part of the revision process. Work methodically through the booklets and prepare thoroughly for all eventualities and for answering all questions.
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