Dear Parents

Influenza A H1N1

You will be aware of the heightened state of alert across the world due to the spread of swine flu. At present, in the UK, the risk of being infected is small and those who have been infected have responded well to treatment.

Schools are particularly vulnerable to the spread of infection, given the large number of people in one place and the many interactions that happen as we go about our daily business. Pupils can reduce, but not eliminate, the risk of catching or spreading swine flu by:

· Always covering their nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. 

· Disposing of dirty tissues promptly and carefully. 

· Maintaining good basic hygiene, for example washing hands frequently with soap and water to reduce the spread of the virus from hands to face, or to other people. 

Full details of the latest advice available can be found on www.direct.gov.uk/swineflu
We will also be asking the cleaning staff to concentrate on cleaning surfaces that are frequently touched, such as door handles.

If you or anyone you know shows flu-like symptoms such as fever, fatigue, lack of appetite, coughing and sore throat then you should seek advice from the NHS website (www.nhs.uk) as soon as possible. 

In line with our pandemic policy, the School will not be closing unless we are instructed to do so by the Health Authorities. Such a decision would be communicated to staff and parents by email (Parentmail) and the school website. If the school has to close at very short notice, the decision will also be communicated by local radio (Radiowave 96.5).

I thought you would want to be kept up to date with the school’s planning on this matter. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Matron.

Yours sincerely

BM Hughes

Headmaster

