
 
 

 
 

Just as we seem to have seen the 
back of the very cold winter and the 
sun is starting to shine once more, 
so the Junior School has suddenly 
burst into spring like life with an 
extremely busy week centred on 
World Book Day. We do not really 
need an excuse to celebrate books 
at AJS but World Book Day is always 
special as the children and teachers 
enter into the spirit of the occasion 
dressing as their favourite book 
characters. You will be able to read 
more about this fun day in this 
edition of the Times and also on the 
website where more photos will be 
posted. 
 
Arnold will not be the same place 
from September as Mr John Storey, 
an AJS stalwart for 28 years retires at 
the end of the summer term. There 
will be opportunities throughout the 
summer term to learn more of Mr 
Storey’s unique contribution to the 
school and for all of us to give him a 
fitting and deserved send off. 
 
I will also be leaving Arnold to take 
up a new post as Head of 
Portsmouth Grammar Junior School, 
from January 2011. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for me 
professionally and for the Hopkinson 
family personally. It was an 
opportunity too good to turn down 
and the experience I have gained at 
Arnold helped me no end in securing 
it. 
 
PS Hopkinson 
Headmaster of AJS 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for all your support in 
helping to raise just over £300 for 
the Hats for Haiti appeal 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
Where might you find Sherlock 
Holmes, The Mad Hatter, Harry Potter, 
Mr Bump and The Big Bad Wolf in one 
room? The answer is easy (and you 
could also add about another 150 
famous book characters to the list); 
the Junior School Hall on World Book 
Day. 
 
The children surpassed themselves in 
their wonderful choice of characters 
and costumes and the school was a 
very special place to be throughout 
the day. 
 
Reading is clearly very important to 
our children and we have seen a big 
increase in reading ability and the 
number of books our children are 
reading, thanks to the reading 
initiatives rolled out across the Junior 
School in recent years. The 
refurbished library, the ΨRead, Write 
IncΩ scheme in the infants, the 
expanded reading scheme in the 
juniors and the very popular reading 
award scheme have all proved pivotal 
in achieving this. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Year 1 and 2 pupils enjoyed a 
great morning at Thames School 
during Book Week. The children 
were invited to attend, by the local 
library service based at Palatine 
Library, a book reading by local 
author Leeroy Marsh. 
 

 
 
Leeroy entertained the children with 
his first book to be published Ω¢ƘŜ 
IŀƛǊȅ tƭǳƎ aƻƴǎǘŜǊΩ and then read 
three new stories, including the very 
popular and a bit scary ΨDƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊƳΩ 
 

 
 
Year 2’s class assembly could only 
have one theme as they performed to 
their friends and parents on World 
Book Day. 
 
The children did a great job in 
remembering all of their lines as they 
told us all how much they loved books 
and reading. 
 

 
 

They then presented a play about the 
misunderstood and unpopular Big Bad 
Wolf, who managed to get his revenge 
on a number of other famous book 
characters. 
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Our girls’ hockey ‘A’ team 
surpassed all expectations by 
finishing in the silver medal 
position at the recent AJIS Hockey 
Tournament at Preston Arena. 
 
In a tense final game, Arnold 
required a draw and with ten 
seconds on the clock, trailing 1-0 to 
Rossall, it looked like the girls 
would miss out on 2nd place. At this 
point, up stepped a very cool 
Cammie Spector to score the goal 
to secure silver. 
 
We are very proud of the girls as 
this was a great achievement 
against some very strong school 
teams. Well done also, to the ‘B’ 
team girls who performed very 
well throughout the tournament. 

 

Not to be outdone, our boys also 
tasted silver when they finished 
second in the Lancashire Round of 
the Mini Hockey Championships on 
Sunday and put in several great 
performances. 
 
The boys won, drew and lost one 
match, but managed to earn 
themselves a place in the next 
round. 
 

 

 
 

 

The Pre School have been looking at 
the different types of weather this 
week the children made collages, 
chalk pictures and paintings of all 
different sorts of weather. We have 
had a daily weather watch using the 
weather chart.  
 

We have been talking about growth 
and how plants, animals and ourselves 
grow. The children really enjoyed 
been watching our bulbs grow in the 
garden.  
 

 
 
The dental nurse came in to talk to us 
on Monday about how important it is 
to eat healthy foods and to brush our 
teeth properly.  
 

We all enjoyed dressing up on 
Thursday for World Book Day, the Pre 
School children were invited into 
assembly which they really enjoyed. 

 
 

 

We went to Cobble Hey farm on 
Monday. When we arrived, we 
collected some eggs from the hen 
coop. The eggs felt cold and hard. 
Next we went up an enormous hill. 
Farmer Miller gave us binoculars for 
looking all around us and I found some 
fluffy lambs and a bird hide with them. 
Then I fed a baby lamb with a bottle. I 
was surprised because it was really 
strong and pulled hard at the bottle. I 
learned how to hold a chick safely and 
that was my favourite thing. (Joseph 
Hopkinson Y2) 
 

 

 

 
 

Julie, the dental nurse, visited 
school today to talk to the 
Reception children about looking 
after their teeth. 

Julie discussed with the children 
the importance of eating fruit and 
drinking milk and water. She spoke 
about how many times the 
children should visit the dentist 
during the year and the length of 
time the children should clean 
their teeth. 

Julie also brought along her friend 
‘Kanga’ who had fantastic looking 
teeth. All the children were very 
keen to give Kanga’s teeth a special 
clean. The children really enjoyed 
learning about keeping their teeth 
healthy. 

 

 

As part of Year 1’s History unit 
“What were homes like a long time 
ago?” we went for a discovery walk 
down Lytham Road and around our 
local area. 

We looked at two sorts of houses, 
old and modern, compared them 
both and then tried to draw them 
carefully. The children were really 
pleased with their sketches. 
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