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To the Parents
Christmas is Coming

You can almost taste the anticipation
in the air at the moment as we
prepare for this special time of the
year. The infants are building up to
their big performance, the choir for
their Christmas Concert, and we are
all looking forward to the trip to The
Grand to see ‘Peter Pan’.

Our entrance hall looks especially
festive with a real tree donated by
Baguley’s Garden Centre.

Budding Hacks

| recently asked Mrs Cole to nominate
two gifted writers to become part of the
writing team for the Arnold Times and |
hope that you enjoy the contributions
by Emily Eccleston and Hope Hopkinson.

Security

In order to maintain the security and
well being of our children | would ask
that you observe the following
guidelines at all times:

e Use only the main entrance to
gain entry to the Junior School
building. The rear entrance
must not be used.

e If you enter the school between
9.00am and 3.40pm you must
sign in at the office.

| thank you for your support in making
the school safe and secure.

PS Hopkinson
Headmaster of AJS

Nut Allergy

One of our infant pupils has a severe nut
allergy, which can be triggered easily.
We would like to ask all parents to bear
this in mind when providing snacks for
their children. Thank you for your
cooperation and support in this matter.

Late Room Uncovered

Have you ever wondered what goes on
in Late Room? Well today, Mrs.
Parkinson, (the mastermind behind Late
Room) will reveal it all!

“The priority of Late Room is for the
pupils to do their homework until
4:30pm and then a healthy snack of
fruit, crackers or breadsticks. After snack
the children have a choice of activities,
either computers, arts and crafts, play
with the train set, read or just have a
chat. Friday Late Room is ‘Movie Night’
where the children can watch a video
and maybe have a biscuit as welll
Parents have to be let in by a member of
staff and sign their children out on the
register. All in all, Late Room is a fun,
cooperative  place!” stated  Mrs.
Parkinson when interviewed earlier.

All the children love Late Room and
when asked what their favourite thing
about it was, this is what some of them
said:

Lara Brookes Y3- Colouring in Lauren
Tugwell Y4- Computers Ryan Evans Y5-
The organisation Jack Harvey Y5- How
everyone is friends.

If you want your children to go to Late
Room, it is on weekdays from 3:30pm
until 6.00pm.

Hope Hopkinson (6S)

Kindergarten News
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This week the children have been
decorating the Kindergarten. They had
lots of fun decorating the tree all by
themselves. The children really loved
putting the stars, baubles and tinsel on
the tree. We have also been busy
making cards, calendars, stockings and
snowmen. The Pre-School children have
made tree decorations out of clay.
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Interviewing is a new thing for me and so
the answers to most of Mrs Knight's
questions | found very interesting. | asked
Mrs Knight a few questions and |
numbered them one to six.

1 Is your current class the one you most
enjoy teaching? ‘No. I’'ve enjoyed teaching
every one of the classes I’ve taught so far.
They are all interesting and rewarding in
their own way.’

2 Do you enjoy teaching here at Arnold
Junior School? Mrs Knight's reply to my
guestion was as expected. | love teaching!
‘I love everything | do. It’s challenging but
rewarding.’

3 Do you like the children in your class or
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your job? 1 like all of the children in my
class. Even with children who are difficult
to teach there is always a way to get
through to them. This makes my job more
interesting.’

4 Do you look forward to coming to
school in the morning to see us all? ‘Yes, /
really enjoy what | do; | don’t like being off
ill or away on a holiday because every day
my job gets more and more interesting.’

5 If you could work in any other school
what school would you work in? Vd like
to work in a school where children have
been excluded from a mainstream
education.’

6 Do you think the children in your class
like you? ‘1 hope they enjoy what they do,
that they enjoy learning and they aren’t
worried about asking for help when
they can’t do something.’

Emily Eccleston (6K)
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Christmas Shopping?

If like me you do most of your shopping
on the internet (the answer to my
prayers!!), then you could make money
for the Parents and Friends Association.
By  visiting our  webshop at
www.buy.at/arnold and purchasing
from major retailers such as Next,
Amazon, M and S and now e-bay, you
will earn commission for the PFA. It
won’t cost you a penny but will help
raise money for school projects.



http://www.buy.at/arnold

Football

Both our U9 and U11 football teams
have been in action recently, playing
some very good football against
visiting schools. Although our U11 side
scored 3 excellent goals against King
Edward and Queen Mary School, they
were beaten by a stronger side on the
day. Our U9 boys are proving to be a
very difficult side to beat and remain
unbeaten this term. Both sides now
look forward to the Spring Term,
where many more fixtures await.

Hockey

Over the past few weeks our girls have
taken part in several hockey fixtures
with mixed results. We have scored
lots of goals to win some of our
matches. However we managed to
lose both matches against Kirkham
Grammar. Let’s hope for an improved
performance against them in the New
Year. All results can be found on the
school website.

Netball

Our year 5 & 6 girls travelled to play
our local rivals KEQM and came away
with mixed results. The A team were
in fine form and sealed an excellent
win 6 -1.

The B team played enthusiastically,
but were unable to use the pressure
they created and Queen Mary’s held a
lead 2-1 at the interval. The second
half was dominated by the accuracy of
the oppositions shooters and KEQM
went on to a 10-3 win. Despite losing
out 9-2 the C team should be pleased
with the effort and commitment they
showed. Well played!

Cross Country

A cold and wet Sunday morning
awaited our boys and girls at Stanley
Park last month. 35 of our children
competed in the Blackpool and Fylde
Championships and represented our
school extremely well. There were
many top 10 finishes which,
considering there were 100 runners in
each of the 4 events, is a very good
achievement. The children now look
forward to Sunday 13" December, the
next round of the championships.
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Mrs Parkinson came to visit and talk to
the children about old toys as part of
Year 1’s History topic “Toys now and
Then”. Magic Grandma, as we called
her, brought some very old toys and
books for us to look at such as hand
puppets, Ludo, Snakes and Ladders
and Noddy books. It was very
interesting to compare Mrs
Parkinson’s old fashioned things with
our modern toys and books. We all
enjoyed watching her wooden acrobat
toy that had been made by her father.
She also showed us her childhood
game of tiddlywinks and we all had
great fun playing this old fashioned
but simple game. Thank you Magic
Grandma for a lovely time!

Can You Help?

We now have a room specially
allocated for Art and Design and are
planning lots of exciting art for the
year ahead. As part of these plans we
are also collecting materials that may
come in handy, these include:-

e Any sort of cardboard
cylinders,Pringles crisp
tubes,the centres for tin foil or
cling film etc

e Sea shells,especially any exotic
ones. (Observational drawing)

e Small childrens shoes, no
bigger than 15cm
long.(Observational drawing)

e Balls of wool surplus to
requirement.

If you have any of the above lying
around in need of a good home,
please bring them to our art room and
we will make very good use of them.

Many Thanks
Mrs Cole and Mrs Hine

Arnold Quiz

1. What is traditionally hidden in the
Christmas pudding?

2. What animals traditionally pull Santa's
sleigh?

3. How many days are there on a
traditional advent calendar?

4. According to the song, how many days
of Christmas are there?

5. What is the last day of Christmas
called?

6. What fruit is used to make a traditional
Christingle?

7. What flower is traditionally connected
with Christmas?

8. What do people traditionally do under
mistletoe?

9. Who wrote the book A Christmas Carol?
Write your answers on a piece of paper,
with your name and form, and put it in
the quiz box in the entrance hall. The first
name drawn out, with all correct answers
will win a special prize.

Art Club

The Junior art club have been very busy
during the last few weeks making
beautiful angels to decorate our
‘Barnardo’ tree. We have made some
lovely peg doll angels using lots of sparkly,
glittery craft materials! Our tree and
angels will be displayed at the St.Annes
Christmas Treefest. This is an annual
charity festival of Christmas trees at St.
Annes Parish Church 12"-20" December
2pm-5pm and is definitely worth a visit to
get you in the Christmas spirit.
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Managers of the Month

Year 3: Ben Armstead
Year 4: Max Older
Year 5: James Cowburn
Year 6: Ben Webster
Staff: Mr Williams




