Arnold School

Headmaster’s Annual Report to Parents

2008/2009

As I said on Celebration Day in July, and as you will gather from this report, this has been an extremely good year for Arnold. We are very pleased with the many highlights recorded in this document and proud of what has been accomplished. The academic performances have been excellent and the examination results extremely good. All classrooms now have interactive whiteboards and ICT is helping to raise even further the standards of teaching and learning in all subject departments and parts of the school. 

We have also enjoyed a most successful year on the sports fields, with very many children playing in matches and with boys and girls representing us at local, regional and national level. Large numbers have been involved in drama and the participation in the many different musical groups we organise has continued to rise. 

In these unusually challenging times we are grateful to a highly supportive parent body and to pupils whose talent, commitment and enthusiasm continue to keep Arnold at the forefront of education on the Fylde and beyond.  

What follows is a report on the 2008/2009 school year under these separate headings:

1. Public Examination Results 2009 & Related Information
2. The Curriculum, Teaching & Learning 

3. Extra-Curricular Life

4. Staffing Matters

5. Resources
6. Staff Development
7. Other News

Best wishes
BM Hughes

Headmaster

1.  Public Examination Results

A2 Results 

	Grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	N/U

	%
	46
	28
	15
	8
	2
	<1


	Grade
	% A & B
	% A, B & C
	% A - E

	%
	74
	90
	100


(These results do not include General Studies)

Of the 81 students who took A levels in 2009:  

· 18 recorded a clean sweep of A grades

· 24 gained three or more A grade passes
· 10 will read either Medicine or Dentistry at university
GCSE Results

	Grade
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	%
	23
	29
	26
	16
	4
	<1


	Grade
	A*
	A* & A
	% A*, A & B
	% A* - C

	%
	23
	53
	79
	95


Of the 101 students that sat GCSE examinations this year:  

· 3 got 11 A* grades and 1 got 10 A* grades 

· 8 gained A* grades in all subjects

· 15 got A or A* grades in all subjects

· 16 got at least 9 A or A* grades
· 29 got at least 8 A or A* grades

· 35 got at least 7 A or A* grades

· 98% achieved at least five passes at grades A* to C

In addition

· 13 Year 11 pupils sat AS mathematics a year early, achieving 8 A grades, 2 B grades and 3 C grades.
· 14 Year 10 students took their GCSE mathematics examination a year early and achieved 13 A* grades and 1 A between them. 

University Destinations (as at 5th September) 

· 57 obtained their first choice university place 

· 7 obtained their second choice university place 

· 2 obtained a place through the Clearing system

· 38 will join Russell Group universities

· 7 intend to apply next year

· 1 has entered employment

· 7 started non degree courses/did not apply/are looking for employment 

Full details of university destinations are available on the school website.

Cambridge 

	Sam Jackson
	Trinity
	Economics


Medicine & Dentistry

	Prateek Akhoury
	Sheffield
	Dentistry

	Edwin Bevis
	Sheffield
	Medicine

	James Cockerill
	Newcastle
	Dentistry

	Jessica Gulati*


	Cardiff
	Medicine 

	Andrew Harbourne*
	Liverpool
	Medicine 

	Lara Hendrickse
	Liverpool
	Medicine

	Peter Kenyon
	Bristol
	Dentistry

	Isabelle Li Kam Wa
	London (KCL)
	Medicine

	Lauren Monteiro
	Leeds
	Medicine

	Richard Parker
	Liverpool
	Dentistry

	David Reed*
	Sheffield
	Dentistry

	Sophie Todd
	Liverpool
	Dentistry

	Alex Walkden
	Nottingham
	Medicine


*2008 leaver who applied whilst taking a gap year.

Results by department are available on the school website.  

A Level League Tables

 The Times of Saturday 29th August separated schools by gender and organised them by % A & B grades. From their table of the top 166 co-educational ISC schools we have: 

	School
	%A
	% A & B
	Position

	Arnold
	46.1
	74.3
	101

	Rossall School
	40.3
	65.3
	150

	Kirkham Grammar
	34.5
	63.5
	159

	National Average
	26.7
	52.0
	N/A

	King Edward VII & Queen Mary School*
	NA
	NA
	NA


* King Edward VII & Queen Mary School is one of 68 ISC schools that declined to submit results after boycotting the school league tables. 

GCSE League Tables

The Times of Saturday 5th September separated schools by gender. From their table of co-educational ISC schools arranged on the basis of the % A* & A grades (234) we have: 

	School
	% A*
	% A* + A
	Position

	Arnold
	23.3
	52.9
	94

	Kirkham Grammar
	14.4
	44.5
	137

	Rossall School
	18.4
	43.5
	144

	King Edward VII & Queen Mary School
	14.0
	41.6
	156

	National Average
	7.1
	21.8
	N/A


The Daily Telegraph of Saturday 5th September included their table of all independent schools entering 25 or more candidates (432) arranged on the basis of the % A* & A grades. 

	School
	% A* 
	% A* + A
	Position

	Arnold
	23.30
	52.86
	250

	Kirkham Grammar
	14.43
	44.48
	308

	Rossall School
	18.44
	43.53
	317

	King Edward VII & Queen Mary School
	14.04
	41.62
	332

	National Average
	7.1
	21.8
	N/A


2.  The Curriculum, Teaching and Learning
This year saw the introduction of new AS specifications and colleagues spent much of the previous summer in preparation.  The major change was the reduction from six to four modules with two modules for each year of the Sixth Form. In some cases the content is now slightly more challenging, with topics from A2 moving down into AS level. In the sciences we will also see an increase in the contribution of practical skills to the overall mark.  

While the Lower Sixth began their studies of the new specifications, the Upper Sixth completed their A2 qualifications under the old system. As this system was phased out there were implications for re-sitting and ‘cashing in’ which needed to be considered.

Following a thorough review of our curriculum, Design & Technology will not be offered as a curriculum option from September 2009. Elements of design will be incorporated into Art & Design, to be led by Mrs Caunce, with an increased curriculum allocation.  

Also from September, Business Studies and Economics will be led by Mrs Donald as Head of Business Education.  Both subjects will be offered at A level only and a short course in Business Studies will be available as an extra-curricular option in Middle School, in addition to other non-examined business related activities. 
A new Monitoring, Assessment, Recording, Reporting and Accountability (MARRA) policy/strategy was introduced at the start of the school year, which was updated in the light of feedback/review following implementation at each stage.  One feature has been an increase in pupil monitoring, with several new initiatives being introduced to ensure that each individual pupil is making the progress we would expect, given what we know of their ability and potential. If we felt that a pupil was under-achieving, then we had a range of strategies to encourage them to get their studies back on track, as it were. It is to be hoped that all the extra time, care and personal attention given to each Arnold pupil by teaching staff, Heads of Department, Heads of Section and senior managers will pay off in terms of helping them achieve the best possible examination results

Teaching & Learning was also a key area for development and the focus this year was with Heads of Department, mainly through the Academic Committee meetings, which were redesigned as interactive discussion forums including specific T&L items, to be subsequently discussed further at departmental level.

Much of the focus has been on constructing a Senior School Teaching and Learning Policy. Heads of Department played a significant role in identifying best classroom practice across the school and bringing it all together in one document, which provides all teachers with guidance and new ideas, as well as ensuring that the latest initiatives in pedagogy are understood by all teaching colleagues. One of the outcomes of the policy is that teachers will watch each other’s lessons more regularly, since it is readily agreed that we all have a lot to learn from each other, although in the past we have not found the time regularly enough to see what happens in other classrooms and other subject areas. Other key T&L issues highlighted thus far include starter activities, the qualities of an ‘excellent’ lesson, challenging passive learning and higher order thinking skills. 

When all the internal and external examinations had finished in June, we carried out a comprehensive survey of pupil opinion in each year group. A wide range of questions were asked, including: favourite subjects; how pupils found their lessons; homework matters; pastoral care; extra-curricular activities; the food and suggestions for any improvements. The survey was carried out using the latest technology, with pupils each being given a small wireless ActivExpression handset and being asked to send their responses remotely to a central computer, which then collated all the data. The results made for very interesting reading and some of the opinions and ideas generated will help inform our future school development.

3. 
Extra-Curricular Life
· A group of GCSE and A level Art students visited Glasform, Singleton and the Clothes Show Live at the NEC. We were also delighted to be invited to the David Cox exhibition at Birmingham Art Gallery.

· Our students’ work was displayed on the Saatchi gallery website, at Blackpool Zoo and within local restaurant TOAST.
· Our young designers won two prizes in the Rotary Design Competition – a first for Arnold.

· The Holdgate Society (Biology) attracted a good number of students to the weekly meetings. Students also attended a lecture in Preston looking at the advances in non-invasive diagnosis techniques and completed a PBL (problem based learning) activity similar to those used on undergraduate medicine and dentistry courses. 

· The school’s strong links with the Blackpool Victoria Hospital enabled eight students to spend time with consultants responsible for teaching third year undergraduates from Liverpool University. 

· The annual Holdgate lecture was well attended and gave the students an insight into cutting-edge surgical techniques. Consultant orthopaedic surgeon, Mr Sampath, gave a very interesting presentation on computer aided knee surgery.

· Small groups of interested students attended Institute of Physics lectures at Lancaster University and the University of Central Lancashire, which enabled them to benefit from accessible but challenging extensions to the curriculum. 

· During the October half term Mrs Donald took Sixth form Students to a lecture at the University of Lancaster. Entitled ‘Education and Inequality’, it was given by Professor Steve Machin of University College London.

· The English Department took pupils to performances of Our Town (Year 9), Romeo and Juliet (Years 10 and 11), All Quiet on the Western Front (Year 13), Journey’s End (Year 13) and Oh!  What a Lovely War (Year 13).

· In Geography, the extra-curricular involvement revolved around fieldwork, including the annual autumn term trip to the Netherlands. The Year 11 geographers paid another successful visit to New York in October.  

· One of the highlights of the year for the historians was the battlefields trip to Ypres and the Somme. This took place in the second week of the October half term and pupils and staff saw the main battle sites at Vimy Ridge, Serre and La Boiselle, as well as Ypres and Passchendaele. 

· Over thirty pupils and staff visited Barcelona at Easter to experience that wonderful city and Spanish culture in general.

· Mr McKeown and his team accompanied over fifty students to Stowe in Vermont to enjoy a week of skiing and snow boarding.
· Eighteen students from the Sharad Pawar International School, Pune, India, spent a week at Arnold.  They joined classes and visited local sites of interest and, on their final day in school, staged a traditional Indian wedding in full costume before an audience of pupils and teachers. 
· The annual Headmaster’s debate took place in May. OAs Hannah Wildsmith and Michael O’Neill returned to participate with Mr Bedford and Rev. Tony Hodgson, and sixth-formers Laura O’Neill and Matthew Strutte, to discuss the topic ‘This House believes that Recession is good for the soul’. Surprisingly, and perhaps comfortingly, the audience agreed and voted in favour of the proposition.
· In November, Mr Bell organised the annual Senior Mathematical Challenge. This year there were 30 entries; 21 certificates were awarded, including 2 gold and 6 silver. Christopher Barrett (Year 12) was invited to sit the first round of this year’s British Mathematical Olympiad in early December. The other gold award was achieved by Emily Pomeroy (Year 11).

· We also entered a team in the Senior Maths Team Challenge, a new competition. In the regional final, held at Lancaster University, Arnold finished fifth out of sixteen teams; this was a creditable performance from our team of Sam Jackson, Chris Barrett, Claire Harbourne and Laura Hill.

· Oliver! was the main dramatic and musical focus of the autumn term.  A resounding success, large audiences were given outstanding performances from the cast, orchestra and crew at all four shows. 

· The Girls’ Choir sang choral evensong at Blackburn Cathedral in October and later made the semi-finals of the BBC’s Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year competition; to be chosen as one of the final six from over 200 entries was a very rewarding achievement for all involved.  
· Accompanied by Miss Church, members of the choir sang at Lincoln Cathedral in November and heard John Sentamu preach.

· After two carol services and a concert at St John’s Church, Blackpool, the choir departed for a tour to Cologne where they sang in several prestigious venues including the famous cathedral. 

· In April the Memorial Hall, reverberated to the sound of The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins.  With Choir, Choral Society and full orchestra it was an unforgettable evening. 
· The fourth annual Evening of Swing in March was a roaring success. Almost 200 guests enjoyed supper, good company and the superb musicianship of the Arnold Swing Band and new musical combo, Got Soul. A growing repertoire of classic swing numbers was augmented by wonderful singing from Claire Harbourne, Amy Atkinson and Lauren Au.  The interval entertainment from James Cave, Henry Turner and Robert Brocklehurst added to a super Arnold occasion. 

· The Summer Concert provided pupils of all ages and musical interests with an opportunity to declare their talent, and a large and appreciative audience revelled in performances of the very highest quality. 
· More informal concerts were given throughout the year, including Lower School and Middle School Teatime concerts, and in June the Swing Band gave another concert from the band stand in Stanley Park in Blackpool.
· Associated Board music examinations brought several merits and distinctions.

· Sophia Bayjoo, Emily Oldroyd and David Thorp won a NODA prize for their production of 'Teechers'. 

· Claire Harbourne won a NODA award for Maria in the 'Sound of Music'. 
· Various language clubs ran during the year and the European Literature Society proved to be popular with a dedicated group of linguists.

· Mrs Burnett and Mr Hopkinson set up a language club at the Junior School with the three foreign language assistants, aimed initially at Year 2 pupils.
· The Chinese New Year was celebrated with pupils in traditional dragon outfits.

· With the help of the Wilcock Travel scholarship, Sarah Kelsey and Sophia Bayjoo spent the summer travelling in Germany.

· A Sixth Form Academic Society was launched with the aim of allowing our students to engage in intellectually stimulating activities beyond the requirements of examinations and, it is hoped, help to foster a love of scholarship for its own sake amongst our most able older pupils.  The activities included a visit to the Lancaster University Department of Philosophy, a lecture by Mr Michael Jack MP entitled ‘My Life in Politics’, an Introduction to Machiavelli and Hobbes, courtesy of Mr Hayden and a discussion entitled ‘Who is the arbiter of taste?’ led by Mr Smyth.

· Combined Cadet Force activities included Field Day, the Remembrance Service and the Remembrance Parade at Blackpool Cenotaph, the bi-annual Inspection and Dawn Attack 9 and 10, where a small group of cadets played the role of enemy at the Warcop Training Area in Cumbria.

· At their camp in North Wales in April, despite dreadful weather, cadets managed to canoe, sail and climb. 
· The Summer Camp was held at Warcop in Cumbria.  The training package included watermanship, first aid, leadership training, assault course, shooting and adventure training (canoeing and climbing). Cadets and staff also attended the annual RAF Camp. 
· Sarah Longden was presented with the Best Student award on the residential course for senior ACF and CCF cadets at Altcar in April.

· Jack McGuinness, Ben Blake and Alex Garrod took part in Operation Home Run in July.  Travelling through the treacherous slopes of the Pyrenees they followed in the footsteps of escaping servicemen isolated in central and southern France during the dark days of WW2. 

· The largest number of candidates ever undertook Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award training weekends in Glenridding and Scotland before successfully completing their final expedition in the Italian and French Alps.

· Over sixty Year 10 pupils completed the Bronze award expedition after training that included map reading, first aid and hill walking. 

· Forty six students worked towards the Young Enterprise examination and a place in the competition finals in April, where one of our teams was awarded the Customer Focus trophy.

· The U16XI won the National Plate hockey competition beating Burgess Hill School from Sussex 7-0 in the final.

· Unbeaten since October, the 1st XI had good victories over Kirkham, Stonyhurst, and Ripley St Thomas, and enjoyed success in the county and regional rounds of the National Schools Competition. 

· Sophie Oliver was selected for the Wales U18 squad to play in the European Championships in Madrid and Georgina Read, Elizabeth Thorpe, Rachel Fackey, Charlotte Evans and Holly Monteiro were selected for the North of England Development Squads. 

· Every Year 7 girl was involved in inter-school hockey fixtures and the U12 team won the Jean Torrance trophy.

· In total, 34 girls were selected to represent Lancashire from U12 to U21.
· A trophy and title was won at hockey in every age group.

· In July a party of thirty four girls and staff travelled to Singapore, Fiji and Australia where they played several matches and visited places of interest. 

· The 1st XV made the final of the Lancashire Plate tournament and ended the season with an excellent win over the Old Arnoldians.  

· Ben Perkins was selected for the England U16 Development Squad and went on to play against Scotland, Portugal and France in the International Festival at Millfield School in Somerset. 

· The U15 XV reached the 5th round of the Daily Mail Cup and the final of the Lancashire Cup.

· Ben Perkins, James Aird and Jacob Nickson were included in the Sale Sharks Elite Player Development Group.

· James Aird and Jacob Nickson represented Lancashire and, along with Louis Mottley and Alex Casey, they attended the Lancashire School of Rugby for elite performers. Joshua Beaumont was selected for the Lancashire U18 Development Squad.

· Every boy in Year 7 represented the school at rugby and we fielded four senior rugby teams for the first time in many years. 

· The U14 B XV won the Fylde RFC “RUFFS” League.  
· In April the cricket 1st XI beat the MCC for the first time in living memory.

· Specialised net sessions were provided during the autumn term for the elite cricketers; the pre-season nets started in January.

· In the Wyre and Fylde Cross-Country Championships at Stanley Park there was considerable success for the Arnold runners, with the Year 7 Girls team finishing in pole position, with Molly Betmead coming home first, and the Year 8 and 9 Boys also finishing first.

· Daniel Quarmby, Alexander Evans and Charlotte Evans represented Lancashire at the English Schools Cross-Country Championships. 

· Six boys attended the Independent Schools Football Association North trials. Adam Naylor went on to represent the North U16 team, and James Craigen was a member of the U18 Squad, as well as representing Lancashire.  James continued to attend the Preston North End Centre of Excellence as did Alex Naylor (Year 8) at Manchester United. 
· Charlotte Evans and Will Hesketh won the Lancashire Schools Athletics Championships in the Junior 1500m and the Intermediate Shot respectively.

· Mark Roper (Yr 12) was selected for the British U18 Epee Squad, and competed for Great Britain in a number of tournaments throughout Europe. He also represented the North West in the Men’s Epée in the inter-regional team championships, where Lucy Salmon captained the Women’s Epée team.  Arnold currently has North West Champions at Boys’ Epée in three of the four age groups – Mark Roper U18, Tobias Cleaver-Ross U16 and Tom Forster U12.

· Rebecca Aspin (Yr 8) gained selection for the Lancashire netball squad, and Natalie Panagarry (Yr 13) was selected for the England U19 team and competed for the elite Leeds Carnegie team at National League level. 

· Having finished in second place in the North West qualifying round, Marcus Quarmby (Yr 11) qualified for the English Schools' Biathlon Finals held at Crystal Palace, where he went on to take the silver medal. 

· Alasdair (Yr10) and Rory (Yr 7) Humphries were selected for the NW sailing squad and were involved in the elite training schedule.  Rory went on to win the 4.2 Topper Class at the English Schools Championships, whilst Alasdair finished 26th in the World Championships held in Austria. 
· The U14 basketball team won the Wyre and Fylde Schools Championship.
· The annual residential courses for Year 7 pupils at Almond Lodge proved to be very successful once again.
4.
Staffing Matters
Mr Goodhew’s departure brought about the well deserved promotion of Craig Jenkinson to the post of Director of Studies after eight years leading Modern Foreign Languages.  Having served as Mr Jenkinson’s deputy for five years, Mrs Pailing’s decision to become part time led to a review of our staffing and Miss Lunn will lead the department from September 2009, with Mrs Burnett as her deputy. In May our three language assistants – Patricia Fernandez, Claudine Parent and Mike Linde – completed their year at Arnold and returned to their native countries. Mr Draper left us at the end of the summer having provided valuable assistance by teaching lower school German and Latin as well as French to ‘A’ Level on a part time basis.

Mrs Caunce, returned from maternity leave at the start of the year and took over responsibility for art on the retirement of Mr Summerville.  She was joined by a new part-time teacher, Miss Charlotte Norris, who quickly settled in and who has become full time this year as we expand the subject.  Miss Norris also made a very valuable contribution to the drama department in helping to cover for Mr Snell, during his lengthy absence due to a serious illness.  

Rachel Holt joined the Music department as our new flute teacher in September and Mr Townsend continued as guitar teacher on a permanent basis. The music department now has eight visiting instrumental teachers.

Mrs Ingham, Mrs Nield, Mr Oliver and Dr Young left the school after many years of service as did Mrs Davis, Mr Lawson and Mrs Brookman, who retired. On his retirement this year, Mr Ward became one of the longest serving Arnoldians ever. Arriving as a pupil in 1963, he returned after taking his degree to spend 36 years as a member of the teaching staff. Our thanks and best wishes for the future go to them all.

Mr Ward is replaced by Mr John Riding, Mrs Davis is replaced by Miss Laura Hanson and Mrs Brookman is replaced by Mrs Liz Luke. Dr Young is succeeded as Head of Science by Mr Downey and Mrs Thornton will be Deputy Head of Science and Chemistry Coordinator.

Following the recent re-structuring of whole school administration, Mr Salmon has now joined the non teaching staff as full time Data Manager. He will continue to teach the remaining GCSE and A Level DT students for the forthcoming academic year.

We were all delighted to welcome back Mr Beck this year after his serious illness. He now works part time each week in the CCF.
5. 
Resources
A phenomenal transformation took place during the summer break of 2008. Fifty four Promethean Interactive Whiteboards (IWBs) were installed throughout the senior school, which quickly began to revolutionise the way we teach and allow pupils to learn in new and stimulating ways. 

Fourteen more IWBs were installed in the Junior School over the Christmas vacation and two more were installed in Art & Design in the Senior School, where we also assigned an area to house a sewing machine station and converted a store room into a 6th form working area.

In addition to the IWB installation the entire computer network was rebuilt. Five new servers were installed and three of the existing servers were reconfigured to carry out new roles. One hundred and sixty new computers replaced some of our older machines and every computer in the school had a complete software rebuild. New application packages were added to the network on an almost daily basis and we upgraded to the latest version of Microsoft Office.  

None of this could have come about without the financial and technical support of UCST and the dedication and skill of Craig Seed, our Systems Manager and David Culpan, Director of ICT and E-Learning and their colleagues.
Another development we have quickly made good use of is ActivExpression.  This is a pupil response system that provides them with a range of response types. The teacher uses the software to create slides and questions that can then be answered using the hand held devices. The questions are transmitted to the handsets where they appear on the screen and users must enter an appropriate response and send it through to the ActivHub which allows the teacher to analyse the answers. 

The pupils can only choose options set by the teacher who has the ability to be able to send and view everyone's text responses at the same time. Not only is it impossible for a child not to participate, but the lesson is speeded up greatly; once the responses are there, the amount of purposeful discussion that can be generated and ideas and misconceptions explored is tremendously powerful. The associated ActivExpression voting system can be applied in many different ways. It could be used as an icebreaker, to get an instant response in a lesson, to test how well students have understood a topic or as an evaluative tool. 

The introduction of these state of the art ICT facilities was followed by another significant financial investment in the School that enabled us to enhance the dining room, the Year 11 common room and the 6th Form facilities.
Earlier in the year a hard netting area was created adjacent to the pavilion, providing a more consistent surface for batting during the summer. In addition, a new bowling machine was purchased along with a new scrummage machine and rucking sled for rugby.  These pieces of technical equipment are suitable for players of all ages and are utilised in both games lessons and team practices. 

Very generous support from the Parents & Friends Association meant that we were able to invest in several different areas of both the Senior and Junior schools and another extremely generous donation enabled us to purchase new recording equipment for the music department and several high specification microscopes and accompanying computer software for science.

6.    Staff Development
Many staff attended examination training courses this year and, in addition, our membership of UCST enabled us to offer four colleagues specific middle management training through the group’s People Development Programme.  This programme also enabled four other colleagues to embark on Master of Education courses.  Mrs Caunce spent a valuable day with a fellow Head of Art & Design in another UCST school; this is not only more cost effective than the traditional external training courses but much more personal and useful. 

All members of the teaching staff underwent UCST’s IWB training programme last summer and further training was held throughout the year. Geoff Gould, UCST’s ICT Training Director, initially delivered Level 1 IWB training to fifteen staff and later returned with three colleagues and a representative of Promethean, the manufacturer of the Interactive boards, to provide the same training for all teaching staff and some non teaching staff. Staff who attended either training sessions were awarded the Level 1 Promethean qualification and have been offered the opportunity to work towards the Level 2 qualification.  Staff have made good progress with the IWBs and more training is anticipated.  

ICT Technician Jamie Williams successfully completed his apprenticeship last year and is now a qualified ICT professional.  

7.  Other News

· The Chairman of UCST, Lord Carey, came to Arnold in September to welcome us to the Trust and to meet pupils and staff.  

· We were delighted that Sir Ewan Harper, the chief executive of UCST, was able to present prizes at the two Celebrations Days.

· Sam Jackson will go up to Trinity College, Cambridge to read Economics and ten students will read either medicine or dentistry.  They are joined by three of last year’s leavers.
· Sam Jackson and James Lavelle received Advanced Extension Awards in Economics. These awards are designed to challenge the most able 10% of eighteen year olds. Students are expected to show a greater depth of understanding and apply their knowledge using the skills of critical analysis. James achieved a distinction (worth 40 UCAS points) and Sam achieved a merit.  

· Sam Jackson and Isabelle Li Kam Wa passed Open University modules this year.
· Virtually all leavers got safely into a university of their choice. Destinations included Cambridge, Bristol, Durham, Edinburgh, Manchester, Imperial College, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Nottingham, St Andrews and Warwick.
· Courses chosen include Ancient History, Civil Engineering, Criminology, Dentistry, Economics, Egyptology, Law, Management, Medicine and Psychology. 
· In November we held a Careers Convention open to all pupils in Years 9 - 13 and their parents. The professions represented included Law, Financial Management, Accountancy, Veterinary Medicine, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Medicine, Marketing & Management, the Armed Services and the Police.

· This year students helped on holidays for the disabled, worked as volunteers at the Trinity Hospice and Victoria Hospital, assisted in our local community centre, and in charity shops and in local rest homes. 
· Art Scholar, Anike Ditchfield, completed a large attractive sculpture made from glass which now hangs within the Design Centre.

· Jennifer Bernstein won the Moseley essay for her piece on Juvenal and Catullus.
· As the recipient of a Nuffield Science Bursary, Ka-Yee Cheng spent four weeks at Salford University working with researchers in the School of the Built Environment. 
· In July some of our most talented young biologists attended a lecture at Manchester University given by Professor Dame Nancy Rothwell, Vice President of the University of Manchester, President of the Biosciences Federation and Vice President of the Royal Society. 

· Michael Yaxley, Tom Byrnes and Alasdair Humphries won gold medals in the national Biology Challenge competition. Prizes were presented in the Michael Smith Building at Manchester University, a facility named after our very own Nobel Prize winner.

· Dr Treharne was elected as a Fellow of the Institute of Biology in recognition of his prominent contribution to the development, application and teaching of biology.  

· Thomas Yaxley won a prestigious Arkwright Scholarship to support his 6th Form studies.

· 40 L6th biologists carried out fieldwork on the sand dunes at Ainsdale-on-Sea on Merseyside.

· The teaching of AJS Year 6 in the Senior School each Monday afternoon got off to a pleasing start, helping to bridge an essential transition in music from the Junior to the Senior School.

· Mrs Donald attended a two day conference entitled “Enterprise, Education and Internationalism” run by Manchester Academy, one of our sister schools in UCST.

· The Library was well used throughout the year. Chess and draughts proved popular, along with the quiet ‘reading corner’ in the fiction area.

· The trainee Pupil Library Assistant course continued, with many pupils offering their services and asking to be added to the list of volunteers. 

· The Rainbow Reading Awards created a lot of competition amongst the pupils to be the first to get certain colours, and to keep their form ahead of the others.  In total, twenty two Full Arc certificates were awarded. 
· Five pupils received their Qualified School Library Assistant badges this year.
· In October we invited entries for the World Book Day story writing competition, where a first line was given by a famous children’s author, and pupils had to write a story between 1000-1200 words beginning with this line. Our allocated first line was by Cathy Cassidy: The moment I saw him, I just knew... Casey Clark was nothing but trouble.  We selected five entries to send on to the National competition; four were awarded small runner-up prizes and our winner, Oliver Greenwood-Taziker, got a special prize. 
· Three pupils attended Latin/Classics summer schools during the holidays.

· Some of our most able Year 11 mathematicians took the opportunity to work with their counterparts at Accrington Academy, a member of ULT, the academy arm of UCST. The project was the brainchild of Mr Bruce who could see the benefits to both sets of pupils as they explored together some of the challenges of A level maths. Hopefully this was the first of many partnerships that will bring gains to children at both schools.

· For the fifth consecutive year the school received an A grade accreditation from the British Computing Society after an audit of our ECDL provision.  The school has now ceased to be a test centre in its own right and has become a UCST satellite centre. This gives us access to a wider range of training materials and some free logbooks.

· In the third Mini-Marvels Maths Challenge children from twenty two primary schools from across the Fylde, spent the day in teams solving puzzles and problems. We received much positive feedback from the schools involved.

· Mr Ward held revision classes on Saturday mornings prior to each physics module examination. Intended to supplement the school’s charitable work, the take-up from state schools was disappointing.  However, our own pupils were very enthusiastic, making the sessions worthwhile.
· Many visiting speakers inspired us this year, not least the man Lord Winston dubbed “Super Doctor”, Stephen Mannion (OA), who gave this year’s Arnold Lecture. 
· Our annual Founder's Day service was held in May with Reverend Graham Rouse, Priest in Charge of Holy Trinity Church as preacher.
· The Fylde Coast Hindu Society celebrated Diwali at Arnold for the first time. Visitors enjoyed performances of Indian dancing and a firework display in the quadrangle.

· Once again, dozens of Arnold School pupils, staff and parents were involved in the annual Blackpool 10K Fun Run.

· Village Aid linked with Rotary to support the provision of ‘life straws’ in areas where water cleanliness is an issue. The “life straw” is a device which makes safe water for drinking.  
· In the Summer term Village Aid joined forces with Blackpool Sunrise Rotary and held a sponsored walk and run from Lytham Windmill to South Shore.
· Old Arnoldian, Nicola Solomon, chose to spend her Medical Elective in Tanzania. She worked in a nearby small rural hospital and was able to visit Buigiri.
· Two former pupils, Sarah McKenna and Vicky Nigam, visited Buigiri to help with some of the initiatives currently in place. 
· The English department worked with Mike O’Neill (Director of Educational Strategies, UCST & ULT) in piloting a project to assess/evaluate metacognitive attributes and VAK techniques, primarily with Year 8 pupils. This work will hopefully see the English Department's findings form part of a wider policy document to be rolled out across all UCST/ULT schools in due course.
· The English Department organised a Year 10 poetry workshop in late June; this involved twenty hand-picked students spending the day working on a diverse range of poetic materials, with visiting Lancashire author Cliff Yates. 
· The last week of June witnessed Producing Poetry, a day of integrated poetry activities, marshalled by English staff, specifically geared to visiting Year 5 students from local primary schools.
· Two of our music teachers, Miss Church and Mr Townsend, were married this year with music at the service provided by the Arnold Girls’ Choir.
· The annual Old Arnoldian London dinner was held on board the headquarters ship of the Honourable Company of Master Mariners, HQS Wellington, moored on the Embankment.
· Mrs Thornton spent the October half term in Malaysia where she was one of the official referees at the Junior Commonwealth Fencing Championships.

· Two former members of staff, Jack Conchie and Charles Ellis, both died this year.
· In September 2008 the Orange telecommunications base station and radio mast were removed after ten years in place.  Although an independent report reported the installation to be within accepted safety levels by a considerable margin, the governors responded to the concerns of some parents and chose to terminate the contract. 

In such a busy school it is possible that I have failed to mention someone whose exploits are worthy of note. If that is the case, then I apologise to those concerned. 

B M Hughes
September 2009 
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